By Kenn Clark

- $1.187 trillion dollarswthe esti-
mated cost -of regulations in 2010.

“This '’ dollar ‘amount

final ruIes

Brighton and Harriet Hageman'

formed the Wyoming Conserva-
tion-Alliance several

is 8.3 percent of
our nation’s Gross:
Domestic = Product |
(GDP),” Attorney |
Kara Brighton told
members of the Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau
Young Farmer &
Rancher Committee. -
“It takes 34 days past
Tax Freedom Day to

years ago to promote
Wyoming’s partici-
.pation” in the regu-
latory process. The
‘Wyoming Farm Bu-
reau Federation is a
member of the Wyo-
ming ~ Conservation
Alliance. .

“We’ve had th1s
company over three

pay for regulations,
so you spend more
than half the year
working for taxes and
regulatory costs.”
Looking at the
cost alone shows the
importance of be-
coming involved ‘in. P00
the regulatory process.f Peopls

Bnghton ‘stated. “Commentlng s

what We have for pal_'tlmpatlon 2

All in a day’s work. Kara
Brighton holds up a copy
of the Federal Register
showing one day’s worth
wof | proposed rules “and -
) reguiations Kerm Clark?',

trations,” Brighton

‘Obama. : administra-
~tion regulations have

sl “or intentional,
ust saymg we are seeing a large in-
 crease in volume of regulatlons A

. ‘write the rules and conduct public
hearings are career ‘bureaucrats that
ave a regulatory mindset. They are

there o regulate and that zs What

Impact of regulatlons

" From page 3 . -

- new . legislation and spec1ﬁcaliy_ B
- identify issues and prescnbe__regula~ i
 tory direction.“This has been more
effective to delay action rather:than
Brighton .
stated. “It was used recently to delay

block regulatory action,”

. EPA’s: statlonary source perrmttmg
for two years.’ .

The final option and most effec-
tive way to get agencies in check is

to prevent funding. “As an example, .

the FY2010. interior..approptiation

-_restricted use of EPA funds for cer-'
tain climate changg regulatory. ac_tlv_—_ g
ities affecting livestock operations,”

‘Brighton explamed “Not.to.say we

are -out of the woods on this issue,

‘but the funding limitation was a pos-

itive move in the right direction.”

. Regulatory Areas =

_Air, water, energy and chemlcals
are the main Environmental Protec-
tion Agency regulatory . areas im-

pacting agriculture. See related .ar- -

ticle page 3.

different adminis-.

explained. “With the -

increased by 50 per--
cent. I’'m not sure if
that is a ‘coincidence -
I'm

. “These ‘are’ massive . bureaucra—
" cies and even if you- geta pohtlcal ;
'hange it will. affect less. than one -
_ ‘_percent of the people in that agen- -
cy,” She continued. “The ones who'

‘theydo.”
Brighton
emphasized
it is critically -
important for
agriculture to
be involved in
the regulatory
process.. “The :
‘costs associat-
ed with-moni- .
toring ‘and-
participating
in the regula-
tory  process
are simply an-
other. cost of
business that
agriculture
must incorpo-
rate into its bottom line,” she said.
.Congressional optmns

“cies back ‘in check? Brighton re-

:V1ewed four congressional options:-
S 1) Congressmnal Review - Act; 2)

amend current law, 3) introduce new - o
o said “The Tast time it was used was

leglslatlon and 4) prevent funding.

-a-final -rule  published in the Fed-

eral Register,” Brighton explained.
“They. can supersede the agencies™
final rule and if they do so the rule o

N Y

_ Challenging reguiatlons
~“Regulation: and - 11t1gat1on are

“very -closely - linked,” “Brighton
~concluded.
“cessful in-challenging: regulations
that used data-based on-old studies.

“We have -been: suc-

We can be successful:in litigation

‘because we comment-on the rules
~and can-say we submitted com-

ments and th"ey didn’t act.on the
comments.” :
~The Wyonnng Conservauon Alh-

ance maintains a monthly comment

‘What can we do to get the agen- |

. “The. Congressmnal Review Act
is where Congress can come in with ¢
a joint resolution within 60 days of -

:spent

Weston County rancher Chad Sears visits with Kara
Brighton during the Wyoming .Farm Bureau Young
Farmer & Rancher Committee May meeting. Kerin
Clark photo. -

cannot become effective and the
agency may not reissue the rule.”

* According to Brighton, this is not
‘.the most effective option since it is
~difficult to get Congr o ag"ree on
Ta JOlIlt resolution. . ' "
. “This option is rare y.used o She ;

.in"2001 for a. Department of Labor
ergonomlcs rule.” _

‘The. second: 0pt10n 1s to’ amend
" current law to try and modify the
-regulating agency’s authorlty

The third option 1s 10 introduce

See ‘impact of '_
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calendar. “There is not a:day that is

.blank,” Brighton :said.:“Some pro-
‘posal  affects Wyomlng agnculture
every day.”

“Part -of . your day needs to be
-working - ‘on. regulations,”
Brighton concluded. “Orgamzatlons
like FarmBureau spénd the majority
of thelr tirne: Workmg on regulatory
issues.’ . o

: Kam -Brighton is .a partner .in

‘Hageman-& Brighton,:P.C., a law

firm -in: Cheyenne.-Brighton  spoke

to - members of the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher
Committee at their May 4 meeting.




